

New Horizon Academy
New Facility – Chambers and Hess Development, Parker, CO 
Site Plan Review – Written Narrative

The purpose of this request is to secure site plan approval for the proposed scope of work in the development of a 12,985 square foot commercial childcare facility along with the surrounding site for New Horizon Academy, as part of the Chambers and Hess development. The site is identified as Lot 11 of the Douglas 234 Subdivision, sixth filing. The site is 1.53 acres in size, and the total value of the proposed building and site improvements (exclusive of land acquisition) is approximately $3,000,000. Site improvements are proposed to include the following:
· Two parking fields along both the west and south sides of the building, with a total of 47 parking stalls.
· 12,668 square feet of exterior fenced playground area along the east and south sides of the building. The playgrounds will be fully equipped with outdoor play materials, elements and structures to encourage child interaction.
· Exterior dumpster enclosure located in the southeast corner of the parking field. Proposed enclosure materials are equivalent to those materials being proposed for the building exterior.
· Utility lines for stormwater, sanitary sewer, domestic and fire protection water, and electric from the perimeter of the site to the building. Stormwater from four roof downspouts will be diverted to the stormwater utility lines.
· Exterior site and building lighting.
· Site landscaping, including trees, shrubs, and smaller plantings and grasses.
· Bicycle racks adjacent to the front building entrance.
· Landscaping feature at northwest corner of the site at the roundabout.
The proposed site is zoned for Planned Development – Commercial use, and modifications to include a childcare facility are consistent with the overall land uses of the Town’s Comprehensive Master Plan. The facility is classified as a Childcare Center, and will be designed to meet the licensing requirements of CRS 26-6-102 as well as Colorado Department of Human Services regulations. The building and all site appurtenances do not encroach upon perimeter site setback requirements, and the building height does not exceed any restrictions. The development design standards utilized for the site promote a balance between building and open space, planting of trees and vegetation for screening, buffering, and aesthetic appeal, good design to ensure a high quality appearance, and compatibility in scale, appearance, character and function to the surrounding area. There will be no significant adverse impacts anticipated to result from the use of the site as a childcare facility.

The building will be a single-story structure with a raised roof line over the center portion of the building. The high roof is proposed to be approximately 20 feet in height. The main entrance is located on west side of the building with a corniced canopy structure at the main entrance. The architecture of the proposed building will provide visual interest that is consistent with the character and scale of community and master development guidelines. Building finish materials, colors and details will be provided to comply with the published Commercial Design Standards.

The facility will be designed to accommodate 188 children, ranging from infants to toddlers to preschool and school-age children. There will be a total of 25 staff at the facility, in staff/child ratios that are in compliance with state requirements as well as with New Horizon Academy standards.
 

Private open space consists of the dedicated and enclosed exterior playgrounds for child use located on the back (north) side of the building. The playgrounds provide materials, elements, and structures for play and interaction, and are maintained on a continual basis by New Horizon Academy staff.

Construction of the site is anticipated to begin in Spring 2021 upon complete of soil correction efforts. Completion is anticipated in Winter of 2021. The goal of New Horizon Academy is to be operational as quickly as the schedule will allow.
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