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Colorado Tree Consultants 

1600 South Carr Street, Lakewood, Colorado 303-720-8170 

 
January 25, 2022 

 
Mr. William Edwards, Project Manager 
Select Development Company 
P.O. Box 1030 
 
RE: Blue Spruce – Tree Assessment 
 
Mr. Edwards: 

 
I met with Brandon Farson, General Manager of Boondcocks Food and Fun in Parker, 

Colorado on Tuesday March 1. 2022. Mr. Farson showed me the subject tree and the 
approximate location where you plan to transplant the tree.  

 
The tree is a Bakeri blue spruce (Picea pungens ‘bakeri’) with a diameter at 4.5‘above 

ground of 6.5” and an approximate height of 15’. The tree is currently growing in a small 
planter (6’ in diameter and 22” tall) that severely restricts root growth even for this semi-dwarf 
variety of spruce tree. There is electric service in the planter with outlets to provide lighting on 
the tree: there is also landscape lighting and irrigation systems in the rooting area. The soil has 
a nice loamy texture and the tree has a straight trunk and the formal form, structure and 
branching expected of this variety. The twig elongation, a measure of vigor, has declined over 
the past couple years from an average of 5”-6” per year to just under 4’ the past year. The 
foliage is a little faded from the expected vibrant blue and some needles are slightly off-color. 
The apical dominance is weakening and the top growth is slightly stunted. These indicate some 
drought stress likely due to the limited rooting area and the need for more available soil 
moisture though the winter. I did not observe any insect or disease problems. 

 
 To estimate the value, I appraised the tree using the trunk formula method developed 
by the Council of Tree and Landscape Appraisers Guide for Plant Appraisal 9th Edition and 
supplemented with regional information from the Species Rating and Appraisal Factors Guide, 
2011, published by the Rocky Mountain Chapter of the International Society of Arboriculture 
(ISARMC). I used an average of wholesale nursery prices in the area to establish the unit tree 
cost for the species. I can discuss and support my ratings for species, condition and location as 
needed.   
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The trunk formula method is used to appraise the monetary value of trees considered 

too large to replace with nursery grown or field dug trees. The basic value of a tree is based on 
the installed cost of the largest commonly available transplantable tree plus the increase in 
value due to the larger size of the tree being appraised. This value (Basic Tree Cost) is then 
depreciated based on the species, condition and location of the appraised tree. Species ratings 
are from the ISARMC guide, location is based on a combination of the site in a commercial plaza 
in Parker, the placement of the tree on the site and the contribution the tree makes to site 
benefits accrued. The condition ratings consider the structure and health of the roots, trunk, 
scaffold branches, secondary branches and twigs and the foliage and buds. The percentage 
ratings are of the assessed tree compared to a ‘specimen’ quality tree of the same species 
which is rated 100%.  

      Species Condition Location Appraised  
Species  Diameter  Height Basic Tree Cost      %           %                %            Value   
Picea pungens ‘bakeri’       6.5”       15’       $ 2,675.60 85 81.25      65   $ 1,200.00 

 
Based on the trunk formula method the appraised value of the tree is $ 1,200. 
 
The average wholesale cost of an 8’ tall Bakeri blue spruce in the area is $ 540 with an 

estimated delivery and planting cost of $ 810: the estimated replacement cost is $ 1,350.  
 
To successfully transplant this tree from the current above ground planter to the new 

site in the irrigated bluegrass will certainly allow the tree to expand its’ root system and 
improve condition after it establishes in the new location. Some companies with a history of 
successfully transplanting large trees include Colorado Tree Spade Services, Columbine Tree 
Transplanting and Pine Lane Nursery. Correctly and efficiently transplanting this young tree is 
critical to successful re-location. Monitoring and after care will also improve the likelihood of 
success. 

 
If you need additional information, feel free to contact me anytime. Thank you for 

contacting Colorado Tree Consultants to assist with your project. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Scott Grimes 
ISA Certified Arborist, Municipal Specialist 
ISA Tree Risk Assessment Qualified 
ASCA Consulting Arborist 

 

 



Assumptions and Limiting Conditions 
1. Any legal description provided to the consultant/appraiser is assumed correct. Any titles and ownerships to 

any property are assumed good and marketable. 

2. Care was taken to obtain all information from reliable sources. All data was verified insofar as possible; 

however the consultant/appraiser can neither guarantee nor be responsible for the accuracy of information 

provided by others. 

3. The consultant/appraiser shall not be required to give testimony or attend court by reason of this report 

unless subsequent contractual arrangements are made, including payment of an additional fee for such 

services as described and agreed to in a new fee schedule and contract of engagement. 

4. Loss or alteration of any part of this report invalidates the entire report. 

5. Possession of this report or a copy thereof does not imply right of publication or use for any purpose by any 

other person than the person to whom it is addressed, without the prior, written consent of the 

consultant/appraiser. 

6. This report and values expressed herein represent the opinion of the consultant/appraiser, and the 

consultant’s/appraiser’s fee is in no way contingent upon the reporting of a specified value, a stipulated result, 

the occurrence of a subsequent event, nor upon any finding to be reported. 

7. Sketches, diagrams, graphs, and photographs in this report, being intended as visual aids, are not necessarily 

to scale and should not be construed as engineering or architectural reports or surveys. 

8. Unless otherwise expressed: 1) information contained in this report covers only those items that were 

examined and reflects the condition of those items at the time of inspection; and 2) the inspection is limited to 

visual inspection of accessible items without dissection, excavation, probing, or coring. There is no warranty or 

guarantee, expressed or implied, that problems or deficiencies of the trees or property in question may not 

arise in the future. 

   

Certification of Performance 
I, Scott Grimes, certify that: 

• I personally inspected the trees and the property referred to in this report and have stated my findings 

accurately. 

• I have no current or prospective interest in the vegetation or the property that is the subject of the report 

and have no personal interest or bias with respect to the parties involved. 

• The analysis, opinions, and conclusions were developed and this report prepared according to commonly 

accepted arboricultural practices. 

• No one provided significant professional assistance to me, except as indicated in the report. 

• My compensation is not contingent upon the reporting of a predetermined conclusion that favors the 

cause of the client or any other party or upon the results of the assessment, the attainment of stipulated 

results, or the occurrence of any subsequent events. 

I further certify I am a member in good standing of the American Society of Consulting Arborists and I am an 

International Society of Arboriculture Certified Arborist and Qualified Tree Risk Assessor. I have practiced 

arboriculture and the care and study of trees for over 35 years. 

Scott Grimes       

March 2, 2022 
Colorado Tree Consultants 1600 South Carr Street, Lakewood, Colorado          303-720-8170 
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LEGAL DESCRIPTION:

LOT 4A, CROWN POINT FILING #1
LOCATED IN A PORTION OF THE SW 1/4 OF SECTION 3,
T6S, R66W, 6TH P.M., COUNTY OF DOUGLAS, STATE OF COLORADO
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LANDSCAPE NOTES:

THE LOCATION OF THIS NEW ROPES COURSE ATTRACTION DOES NOT AFFECT THE MAJORITY OF THE LANDSCAPING. PLACEMENT OF ROPES COURSE ONLY AFFECTS A SINGLE TREE IN THE CENTER PATIO PLANTER, NEXT SHEET PROVIDES FURTHER NOTATION. SEE DETAILS ON THIS SHEET FOR TREE CONSERVATION INFORMATION. 
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