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Project Narrative

The Parks and Recreation Department was contacted by Douglas County’s Division of Open Space and Natural Resources in 2013 regarding potentially transferring their Harvie Open Space property to the Town of Parker.  It is in the far northeast area of unincorporated Douglas County but bordering the Town of Parker.  This location is currently well out of the County’s routine service routes, and they thought the Town would like to maintain the property for use by its citizens.  Town staff agreed, and through multiple meetings and discussions over the years since, the property was finally deeded to the Town via General Warranty Deed in December, 2016.

The proposed passive-use Open Space park, Ray J. Harvie Park, will be located on approximately 71.5 acres of land which is now owned by the Town, specifically located along the north side of East Mainstreet just east of Pope Road, at the Town’s northeast border. The legal address is 8517 E. Parker Rd. (East Mainstreet at Canterberry Parkway).  Town staff is requesting the property now be annexed into the Town for later, minor development into a passive-use, Open Space park.

Per Colorado Revised Statutes, minimum standards are met for this property to be annexed, as follows:
· 3,193.37’ contiguous border ÷ 7,364.08’ total border = 43.4% contiguity, far greater than the 1/6 (16.7%) minimum contiguity requirement.
· This is not a “flag pole” annexation, as two of its roughly four borders currently abut Town boundaries and the entire parcel will be annexed.
· A “community of interests” immediately exists, as Douglas County approached the Town about transferring ownership and annexation of this parcel into the Town ownership and boundaries, benefitting both entities.
· The Town of Parker is more than able to extend municipal services to this property and thereby integrate it into the municipality.
· There are no other municipalities which can annex this property, as the Town of Parker is now the owner and the property is completely within the borders of Douglas County, the previous owner and entity which approached the Town about taking ownership and annexing it into Town boundaries.
· This annexation will not extend the Town boundaries more than three miles.  In fact, Town boundaries already extend as far north and farther east than this property’s annexation will take them (those existing Town borders to the west and south of this parcel, respectively).
· Petitions are being, or will be, filed with the Town by the legal owners (the Town of Parker), requesting annexation into the municipality.
